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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The time is 10:53 
a.m., and this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan, 
safety battalion of the Fire Department of the 
City of New York. 
I'm conducting an interview with Frank 
Macchia, firefighter 1st, from Ladder 43 in the 
quarters of Ladder 43. 
Q. Frank, just explain to us what you saw on 
September 11. 
A. After arriving on the Westside Highway, what 
I know to be the collapse, after the collapse of the 
south tower, Ladder 43 and myself were in a position 
approximately between north of Vesey Street on West 
Street when Tower No. 1 collapsed. 

At that point, once we had donned our masks 
and retreated to Barclay Street to allow some dust to 
settle, to make sure that we weren't caught in any 
debris, and then advanced out to the corner of West 
Street and Vesey Street. 

At that point, myself, Firefighter Suden, 
Firefighter Regan were ordered by the chief to place 
into operation a pumper to extinguish Fire Department 
vehicles and to make searches of those vehicles. We 


did so and operated that line for approximately 30 to 
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45 minutes, simultaneously searching any rigs that we 
extinguished, mostly Fire Department vehicles. 

Twelve truck was not on fire. We searched 
that rig, Haz-Mat, both Haz-Mat rigs, 132 truck and a 
few rigs that were underneath the pedestrian bridge 
south of Vesey Street. 

Q. Were all the searches negative? 

A. All the searches were negative except for a 
Police Department vehicle where we extricated a Police 
Department -- I'm guessing a plainclothes detective or 
plainclothes officer. 

At that point, after approximately 45 
minutes, myself and Firefighter Long following 
Lieutenant Rohan, John Colon and Firefighter 
Frederickson up a ladder onto the mezzanine of World 
Trade Center No. 6, U.S. Customs building. 

We transported stretchers, a power saw and a 
few Stokes baskets up that ladder by orders of a 
chief -- at this time, I don't recall his name -- and 
proceeded to search in that building, and those 
searches were positive. 

We did find a battalion chief and his aide 
just inside World Trade Center No. 6. At that point, 


myself and Firefighter Long, along with -- there were a 
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couple of other firemen up there, a chief. We operated 


with him, searched into the World Trade Center No. 6 


building. 
Q. The members you found, were they alive or -- 
A. Dead. Two -- I don't Know the names. A 


chief that we had pulled, that was alive, who was -- 
looked -- appeared to be disoriented, not -- at the 
time didn't seem like he was injured in any major way. 

We removed him from World Trade Center No. 6, 
took him to the north end of that mezzanine, where 
someone had got the bucket of 12 truck into operation, 
and we put him in the bucket, and he was removed to the 
street. I recall the name Rappe. I'm not sure if it 
was him, though. Maybe it's just the chief that I saw 
there that day, but from the back of his coat that's 
one of the names I remember. 

We then moved into World Trade Center No. 6 
with the chief. I believe that Firefighter Long can 
recall what battalion we were with. We operated with 
him for about a half an hour, searching in there. 

We then left that building on our own back 
down onto the West Street side, helping extricate and 
operate more hose lines and doing other searches of 


rigs for the time frame, I can't recall, and then made 
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our way underneath that pedestrian bridge, the north 
bridge, underneath that north bridge after we had 
spent, I guess, between operating the line and 
searching that World Trade Center No. 6, has to have 
been almost two hours gone by now, listening, hearing 
the Ladder 6 Maydays throughout, went back down via the 
12 truck basket down to the street underneath the foot 
bridge and tried to make our way up to where the rest 
of our members were operating in that separate 
stairwell. 

And that's what we did the entire day. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Thanks a lot, 

Frank, for all your help. 
The time now is 10:58, and this concludes the 


interview. 


